
What to Look For on a Quat-based Product Label 
Disinfectants may have a range of uses and label claims 

describing their use as cleaners, sanitizers, and/or disinfectants. 
They may say: “For hospital, institutional and industrial use.” 

USE INSTRUCTIONS 
� The Directions for Use section tells what the product controls, as well as where, how and 

when to use it. Some products may have multiple uses (i.e., cleaning versus disinfection).  
They may provide different dilutions and specify how long it takes for each solution to kill 
or control the targeted pathogens. This part of the label will also recommend the best 
application method to use (i.e., spray directly or wipe on surfaces).

INGREDIENTS 
� Active Ingredients: The active ingredients of the product are listed as percentages 

and are the chemicals responsible for the control of the microorganisms. 
� Other (or “Inert”) Ingredients: Inactive ingredients are often grouped into one 

statement and include items such as soaps or detergents, dyes or coloring agents, 
fragrances, and water. 
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PATHOGENS IT CAN CONTROL 
� Labels will list what microorganisms the pathogen can kill in different settings and with different 

dilutions. Quats will kill “enveloped” viruses such as Influenza A (which would be listed on the 
label). You can contact the manufacturer of a product to know whether or not a specific product 
would be effective against an emerging pathogen.  

The Quats Education Program operates under the auspices of the Household & Commercial Products Association (HPCA)

Experts note that all influenza and coronaviruses are 
genetic variants of the same virus and that their structures 
are basically the same, but it is important to always read 
the label to know what organisms the specific product has 
been tested against and has proven effective. 
 
 
For a list of products formulated to kill COVID-19 and other emerging 
pathogens see the EPA’s N list (https://cfpub.epa.gov/wizards/disinfectants/) 
and Q list (https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/disinfectants-emerging-
viral-pathogens-evps-list-q#evps).  
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